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BOOK   Kruger that we are in earnest and mean to defend the Convention with
""52*T
i      *_,.y all our strength. My hope is that he will then give way as ho has done
1896-97. Before. t m t You might perhaps think it well to communicate our deter-
mination to France and Germany, assuring them that we have no cloairo
to attack or intention of attacking the independence of the Transvaal,
but that we intend to maintain our rights in their integrity. . . .
A modest military reinforcement went out to Natal, and
at the same time the Admiralty sent a small squadron to
Delagoa Bay. However sullen in reluctance, however resolved
not to recognise Chamberlain's will as the cause of compliance,
"but to assign other reasons, Kruger gave way. That is, in
the sense of tactical retreat. Repealed was the Aliens Immi-
gration Bill; revised the Aliens Expulsion Bill; moderated
the harrying of the British press on the Rand. The ready slang
of the day said that once more Kruger had "climbed, down".
This prudential descent was but temporary and far from iin-
plying any true improvement in the state of tho controversy.
For some weeks, during the war scare, work on the Pretoria
forts was pushed on day and night. Then, the Transvaal reply,
as we saw, proposed, though by way of arbitration, the very
foreign interference which Article IV. of the settlement in 1884
was drawn to exclude.
IX
Chamberlain saw that the Imperial Government sorely needed
in South Africa a different representative. Younger, with better
eyes and ears, with more vigour and fibre, yet with a searching
intellect and a judicial temperament. Sir Hercules Eobinson, for
former services of high merit in their time, was raised to the
peerage as Lord Rosmead. His retirement must come soon. His
successor ought to be someone whom the whole nation irrespec-
tive of party would acclaim. Could the phoenix be found?
For six months Chamberlain pursued enquiries and weighed
merits.
At the beginning of 1897, he made up his mind and defied
routine. On January 8 he wrote to Lord Salisbury a surprising
letter. It suggested that the Chairman of the Inland Revenue
Board should become High Commissioner in South Africa and